7*9]       THE    FRENCH REVOLUTION         547
nd rabble of rnt'it* upon Versailles, which brought Lhe Royal 'ainily captive Into the capital.
The absence of tllc; 3)ukc of Orleans being highly desirable, c was sent to Jx>ncl<>n, ostensibly on a diplomatic mission, but -ally in order to |?ot r'd of him until affairs should have settled own.1 The prtittsxt was found in the troubles in the Austrian Netherlands. As we saw in the previous chapters, nothing could c more unlike lU*5 tfi'owingly democratic movement in France inn the revolt of tlic I'Mcmmgs and Brabantcrs against the anll-ational reforms of Joseph II of Austria. Men so diverse as urkc and Dumou r icst discerned that truth. The great Irishman i a letter to Rivarol termed the Belgian ming a resistance to 'novation;9 while to the French free-thinker it was UHC. n'vo-ttion t/u'oci-fitiqite!. Nevertheless, ns many Frenchmen cherished ie hope of givlnff *x prince to the Pays Bas, it was thought well > put forth a fctiltsi' I-.ondon-wards; and Philippe Kgalitc" in .ncy saw himsolf oiithronccl at Brussels.
Such a solution would have been highly displeasing both at /cstminster and iit Windsor; and there is no proof that the Hike even inoiilioiiwl it at Whitehall. In point of fact his lission was never taken ncriously. George 111, with character-tic acutcncss in ull matters relating to intrigue, had divined the scrct motive of hiH journey and expressed it In ihu following ithcrto unpublirthinl Icltcr to the Duke of Leeds:
WINDSOK, Orf. i9p i?Hy. 9-55 n-'n-"
Tho IftnguttBo hukl by the Mftixjuis dt; J, interne to llic Duke uf Leeds \ tho ptopoaed journey of the Duke of Orlcaiw docs not unliruly coin-do with tho InteHiHttnco from Lord Robert Fiixgerald of Ihu Duko'a .csange to the StnluH Ocncrnl [jiV] nnnoiiiicing liifl alisiMici: a« tho con-sqnencc of a ncgoliutjon with which liu is lo ho employed ut this ourt. I confess I Attribute it lo his finding hiw views not likely to iccced or some pcrnoiml uneasiness for hia own safety. . . .
The King ar^jutitl correctly; and doubtless his suspicions isurcd for the Dulcc a chilly reception at the l-'oreign Office. »n 22nd or 23rcl October Leeds saw him at his residence in .ondon, but could ^ct from him no more than polite profus-ons of regard for Kngl.-uul. Leeds thereupon urgwl I'it/.gurald
1 Sec the ihrcata of l.afnycttc lo the Duke of Orlaum in Hulter'n loilor of gth October lyHy (it   I .<ird Aucklnml (" Aucklfiml Joinniili," ii, 365). 3 llurkc, "CoiTPnp.." iii.aii.                          ' ll.M. Add. MSB.,ported to France, see " Auckland Journals," ii, 367.1791.Louis XVI and Neckerin May—June 1789, and the precipitation of the reformers at Versailles caused a rupture which was by no means inevitable, and which few if any had expected.tit," 30^.idly IIMJII*!.   A
